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Sonate for Piano Four Hands 

I Prelude 

II Rustique 

III Final 

Sonata KV 448 

I Allegro con spirito 

II Andante 

III Molto allegro 

Glistening Pianos (World Premiere) 

Based on a poem by Lord George G. Byron (1788-1824) 

She walks in beauty, like the night 
Of cloudless climes and starry skies; 

And all that‘s best of dark and bright 
Meet in her aspect and her eyes: 

Thus mellow’d to that tender light 
Which heaven to gaudy day denies. 

One shade the more, one ray the less, 

Had half impair’d the nameless grace 
Which waves in every raven tress, 

Or softly lightens o’er her face; 

Where thoughts serenely sweet express 
How pure, how dear their dwelling-place. 
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Alice Ping Yee Ho 

(b. 1960) 


And on that cheek, and o’er that brow, 
So soft, so calm, yet eloquent, 

The smiles that win, the tints that glow, 
But tell of days in goodness spent, 

A mind at peace with all below, 

A heart whose love is innocent! 


Glistening Pianos is commissioned by 2X10 with a grant from the Ontario Arts Council. 
The Ontario Arts Council is an agency of the Government of Ontario. 
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Piano Duo 2X10 was formed in the summer of 2007. It is comprised of pianists Lydia Wong and Midori Koga. One of the mandates 
for the formation of 2X10 was to commission new works by Canadian composers as well as playing great works of the existing duo 
piano repertoire. 

Pianist MIDORI KOGA joined the piano and piano pedagogy faculty at theUniversity of Toronto as Associate Professor in fall 
of 2004. Previously, she held the position of Associate Professor of Piano, and Director of Piano Pedagogy at Michigan State 
University. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of British Columbia, Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts 
degrees from the University of Michigan, and a performance diploma from the Mozarteum Hochschule fur Musik in Salzburg, 
Austria. 

Koga has been featured as soloist, chamber musician and accompanist in music festivals throughout the world, including 
the Banff Centre for Fine Arts, Mozarteum Sommerakademie Festspiel in Salzburg Austria , the Al Fresno New Music Festival, 
the Johannesen International Festival of the Arts in British Columbia , the World Saxophone Congress in Valencia Spain, the 
International Computer Music Festival. Koga is a prize-winner in national competitions including the Concours de Musique du 
Canada, and the National Graduate Artist Competition at St. Mary’s College-Notre Dame. 

An advocate of 20th century music, she commissions, performs and records with the new music ensemble GUORUM whose 
first CD Cold Water, Dry Stone... The Music of Evan Chambers was released by Albany in January of 2001. The ensemble has 
performed throughout the US including a highly acclaimed debut in New York’s Merkin Hall, and has held residencies at the 
Interlochen Center for the Arts, the John Donald Robb Composers’ Symposium in New Mexico, the Akron New Music Festival, 
and with the Cleveland Composers Forum. She has also recorded for the Equilibrium label as a member of the Michigan Chamber 
Players; the CD was re-released by Albany in Fall 1999. 

Active also as a lecturer, she has presented at the World Pedagogy Conference, the Music Teachers’ National Association 
National Conference, and the National Conference on Piano Pedagogy. She has been published numerous times in the American 
Music Teacher; the article Music Making and Wellness Project: The Positive Effects of Music-Making on the Health and Well-being 
of Seniors was recipient of the 2001 National Article of the Year Award presented by the MTNA. 

One of Canada’s most sought after collaborative pianists, acclaimed for her ‘vivacious playing’ (Daily Telegraph) and ‘sparkling 
clarity’ (The Strad) LYDIA WONG appears regularly with the world’s pre-eminent performers. Venues across the globe from 
Carnegie Recital Hall in New York City to London’s Wigmore Hall have featured her expertise in partnership with such artists 
as Edgar Mayer, Lorand Fenyves, Patrick Gallois, Michel Lethiec, Yuri Bashmet, Nobuko Imai, Arto Noras, Erika Raum, Shauna 
Rolston, and Scott St. John. 

Following her successful Banff Centre collaboration with Krzystof Penderecki on the North American premiere of his Sextet, 

Ms. Wong has enjoyed a particular association with the composer. She was invited to perform the Sextet and other works at the 
Festival Casals in Puerto Rico and at the “Making Music” series in New York City by Carnegie Hall. In 2003, with violinist Erika 
Raum, she gave the North American premiere of Penderecki’s Violin Sonata No.2 in Toronto; she also performed at Maestro 
Penderecki’s 70th birthday celebration in Warsaw, Poland and served as a member of the jury for the Seventh Annual International 
Contemporary Chamber Music Competition in Krakow, Poland. 

Active in New Music, Ms. Wong has appeared as soloist and is a regular member with the Esprit Orchestra. She can be heard 
on CentreDiscs, Naxos, Marquis Classics, Phoenix Records and has performed for networks in North America, Africa and Europe 
besides broadcasting regularly for the CBC. 

A graduate of the University of Toronto and the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, Ms. Wong currently teaches at the 
University of Toronto. She is artistic co-ordinator of the Collaborative Piano Internship program at the Banff Centre where she has 
been on Faculty since 1993. 

2X10 extends their sincere gratitude and thanks to composer Alice Ho and to the OAC for their generous support of their first 
commission. 

ALICE HO is a freelance composer/pianist dedicated to new music. Born in Hong Kong, Ms Ho immigrated to Canada in 1982 
where she makes her home in Toronto. She holds a Bachelor of Music in Composition (with high distinction) from Indiana University 
and a Masters of Music in Composition from University of Toronto. 

Ms Ho is the recipient of numerous awards and recognition such as the du Maurier Arts Ltd. Canadian Composers Competition, 
2000 Martin Hunter Artists Award, 1999 MACRO International Composition Competition, Percussive Arts Society Composers 
Competition, Luxembourg International Composition Prize, and the International League of Women Composers Competition. Her 
works have been performed at new music festivals in Canada and abroad including ISCM World Music Days 2007 in Hong Kong 
and 2000 in Luxembourg, Toronto Harbourfront Centre’s 2007 New World Stage International Performance, 2006 Percussive Arts 
Society Convention in Austin Texas, Open Ears New Music Festivals 03 & 05, 2004 NFL Sound Symposium, Made In Canada New 
Music Festival, Vancouver International New Music Festival, Winnipeg New Music Festival, Asian Music Week 2000 in Yokohama, 
Japan, 2003 Chinese Composers’ Festival and Musicarama International Contemporary Music Festival in Hong Kong. Her works 
have been performed by many major orchestras and ensembles including China National Symphony, Shenzhen Symphony, Florida 
Orchestra, South Dakota Symphony, Vancouver Symphony, CBC Vancouver Orchestra, the Esprit Orchestra, Winnipeg Symphony, 
Victoria Symphony, Windsor Symphony, Regina Symphony, Amsterdam’s Nieuw Ensemble, Luxembourg Sinfonietta, Le Novel 
Ensemble Moderne, Contiuum, and the Toronto New Music Ensemble. 

Her commissions include writing for the Penderecki String Guartet, the Esprit Orchestra, Tapestry New Opera Works, 
double concerto for violist Rivka Golani and bassist Joel Guarrington, another double concerto for Duo Concertante and the 
Newfoundland Sinfonia, percussion concerto for Canadian percussion virtuoso Beverley Johnston, piano concerto for the 
Scarborough Philharmonic Orchestra, and cello concerto for cellist Wendy Law and the Hong Kong Sinfonietta. In 2006, an 
independent film “Garage” which she scored the music for, won top award at the Calgary International Film Festival. 



